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MARCH MEETING
March 17, 2012 11:00 A.M.
Texas Land & Cattle Co.
6007 N. IH 35
Austin, TX 78723
512-451-6555
Guest Speaker: the Honorable Craig Enoch,
Retired Texas Supreme Court Judge
Upcoming speakers:
April—Dr. C. Jan Swearingen, professor of English at
Texas A&M University, will present a lecture on Patrick
Henry. Among other accomplishments, Dr. Swearingen
is a published author and a distinguished public speaker.

February Chapter
Meeting—SAR/DAR
Luncheon

Sergeant-at-Arms (Co-officers)
Christian Nelson
James Horton
Color Guard Commander
Vacant

As most of you know, twice each year,
in February and September, we cancel
our regular monthly meeting, and participate in a joint meeting and luncheon
with the Thankful Hubbard Chapter of
the DAR, held at the Austin Woman’s
Club. In February, the event centers
around George Washington’s birthday.
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Gilbert Stuart’s famous
“unfinished” portrait of
George Washington

This year, in honor of George Washington’s birthday, the speaker was George
Washington.

Well, to be more precise, the speaker portrayed George
Washington. As two children in attendance observed
later, the real George would have looked much older.
The speaker was Reverend Mark Collins, of Yorktown,
Texas, who enjoys a national reputation as a portrayer of
George Washington. At about 6'4'', Reverend Collins is
approximately the same height as the Father of our Country, and he has an uncanny facial resemblance to Washington, as shown in the “split-face” picture (right) — half
from French sculptor Houdon’s life mask of George
Washington, and the other half from an image of
Collins. (We won’t tell you which is which).
Reverend Collins has played George Washington in film,
most notably in Disney’s “National Treasure: Book of Secrets,” with Nicholas Cage, and in the History Channel’s
13-hour miniseries, “The Revolution.” He has also portrayed Washington, totally without notes, in numerous
speaking engagements, for a diverse set of audiences, including the military, schools, churches, political parties,
rallies, and parades. A religious man much like Washington himself, Collins serves as an associate pastor at First
Baptist Church, in Sutherland Springs.

Reverend Collins as George Washington
in “The Revolution”

One half of this image is from French
sculptor Jean-Antoine Houdon’s life
mask of George Washington cast in
1786— the other is from an image of
Reverend Mark Collins—can you tell
which is which?

Henry Shoenfelt and Reverend Collins

Dressed in the full military uniform of General
George Washington, having cultivated his mannerisms and commanding presence, and speaking in low,
measured tones, Reverend Collins absolutely mesmerized the audience. Or should I say, Washington
mesmerized the audience. He transported listeners
back in time, through a series of selected highlights
from his life. There were two main themes: the role
of prayer in his life, and a concern for posterity.
He began with an anecdote involving his mother,
Mary Ball Washington. On one occasion, as they
were leave-taking, she grasped him close and whispered into his ear: “Do not neglect your secret
prayers.” Throughout his life, Washington told us, he
spent the first and last hour of every day in prayer,
except for “one dark day.” That dark day was Valley
Forge, when he was losing an average of eleven men
per day to starvation, exposure, and disease — on that
“dark day” he changed his prayer schedule to one
hour in the morning, and two hours in the evening.

Portrait of Mary Ball Washington, painted
from life, by Robert Edge Pine in 1786

In another of the several examples of prayer in his life which Washington shared, he described
an incident during the French and Indian War (1754—1762), when a young Lieutenant Colonel
Washington and his men were captured by Indians and informed that they would be executed
on the following day. Washington ordered his men to pray, and they did — all night long. The
following day, their captors announced their decision to release Washington and his top officers, but to kill all the rest of his men. Washington declined to accept this offer of freedom, and
again, he ordered his men to pray, and they did — until the next day, when the somewhat bewildered Indians informed him that they would allow him to leave with all of his men, along with
enough provisions to return through the forests to the colonies they had come from.
The second theme was Washington’s concern for posterity, a
fear that the current generation, Generation X, is not aware of
the price paid for our liberty and freedom. He shared a “note”
written by John Adams: “You will never know what it cost
my generation for you to enjoy your freedoms.”

Abraham Clark

To remind “a forgetful nation” of that cost, Washington
shared several examples. One related to Abraham Clark, a
signer of the Declaration of Independence, and a delegate
from New Jersey to the Continental Congress. Clark’s loyalty
to, and participation in the American cause did not waiver,
even when two of his sons, officers in the Continental Army,
were captured, tortured, and beaten by the British, solely because of who their father was.

Washington then praised a custom created in
our time, re-gifting — and re-gifted us with
two things: rolled-up copies of the Declaration
of Independence, and the Constitution and Bill
of Rights. He challenged us, asking rhetorically, “Do your children know these things?”
and urged us to read the writings of the founding fathers, and pass that legacy on to our posterity.

Declaration of Independence
Washington concluded his speech with a poem
and an admonition. The poem began something
like this:
One ship sails east, another west
By the self-same winds that blow.
’Tis the set of the sail and not the gale
That determines the way they go.

United States Constitution

The admonition? Set the sail, set the course, for
your posterity. Pretty heady stuff.

Clockwise, from
top left, Henry
Shoenfelt, Reverend Mark Collins
as George Washington, Lethe C.
Burns, Senior Society President,
Nathaniel Maxwell
Society, CAR, and
Ms. Burns’ children, her posterity

This Month in the Revolution
The Battle for Fort Hill
Peekskill, New York
March 23, 1777

19th-century lithograph, “View from Peekskill, Hudson River, New York,” Currier & Ives
When Spring came in 1777, so did the end of the so-called Forage War, a series of seemingly
unrelated skirmishes resulting from the British quest for forage for their horses. [See last
month’s newsletter]. The “formal” military campaigns, the larger scale, strategic battles designed to win the War, would not really begin to take shape until mid-April. But, “this month
in the revolution” is March, and there was at least one interesting event clearly on the cusp between “skirmish” and “campaign.”
The British plan at this point in the Revolution was to divide the rebellious colonies in two, by
separating New England, a major source of soldiers and supplies, from New York and the colonies to the south, where the bulk of Washington’s army was. The capture and control of the
Hudson River was key to this plan.
About 50 miles upriver from mid-Manhattan lies the small city of Peekskill, New York, at a
sharp bend in the river that marks the south gate of the Hudson River Highlands, mountains on
both sides of the river. This terrain is extraordinarily picturesque, but it added to Peekskill’s
military significance as well.

Peekskill’s name is derived from "Peecks Kil," Dutch for Peeck's Creek, after Jan Peeck, a
Nieuw Nederland merchant who established a trading post there in the 1600s. By the time of
the American Revolution, the tiny community was an important manufacturing center from its
various mills along the several creeks and streams. These industrial activities were attractive to
the Continental Army in establishing its headquarters here in 1776. The mills of Peek's Creek
provided gunpowder, leather, planks, and flour. Slaughterhouses were important for food supply. The river docks allowed transport of supply items and soldiers to the several fort garrisons
placed to prevent British naval passage between Albany and New York City.
Thus, Peekskill was especially strategic to the American cause, as a main depot point for the
Continental Army and a key transportation hub to shuttle troops from New England into New
York and then across the river to New Jersey.

1953 painting depicting the British landing at Peekskill in 1777
On Sunday morning, March 23, 1777, a dozen British vessels, led by a warship, sailed north
along the Hudson River from New York City. The fleet anchored off Peekskill, and 500 British
troops disembarked to attack the Continental Army base camp located there. The defending
New York 2nd and 4th regiments were led by General Alexander McDougall.

McDougall had been born in Scotland in 1731, and immigrated with his family to New York in 1738. He first became a seaman, and commanded two privateers during the
French and Indian War. Later a merchant, he served as a
major general in the Continental Army, stationed most of
the war in the Hudson Highlands, as commanding officer.
Eventually, the British moved to take Fort Hill, a rocky and
virtually treeless hill that stands about 300 feet above the
Hudson, where the Continental Army had built redoubts.
Fort Hill held commanding views of the river and a main
land artery, the Albany Post Road, allowing the Americans
to watch British troop movements.
With four cannons positioned on Drum Hill, directly to the
south, the British began to fire at the fortifications. The
Americans withstood a three-day assault before being overwhelmed. As they retreated, McDougall ordered five large
barracks buildings on the hilltop burned to prevent the British forces from using them as shelter. Still, vital military
supplies — food, shoes, clothing, wagons, sloops, tools,
mills and warehouses — had been destroyed by the British.

Ivory miniature portrait of Alexander
McDougall by John Ramage

Rubble stone remnants of an original Continental Army Redoubt on top of Fort Hill.
Logs would have been layered on top for further protection from attacking forces.

Our Patriot Ancestors
Last month, I highlighted one of
Compatriot John W. Knox’s Patriot
Ancestors, Shadrack Pinkston, who
had enlisted in the Continental
Army’s Virginia Regiment, but who
later transferred to the Commanderin-Chief’s Guard, also called the
Life Guard. As Washington’s handpicked personal bodyguards, members went with him everywhere,
sometimes participating in battles.
Shadrack was with Washington at
Valley Forge in the winter of 17771778.
Knox is naturally proud of Shadrack’s role in the Revolution, but in
visiting with him I found out that he
has another Patriot Ancestor about
whom he speaks with equal pride –
Frances Bennett.

Private Robert Shurtleff in battle
by Pamela Patrick White

She, that’s right, she was born in
Virginia in 1729, the daughter of
Swedish immigrants, William
Vardeman and Magdalena Petersson.
She was actually one of Shadrack
Pinkston’s in-laws (I think that term
applies here) - her grandson married
Shadrack’s oldest daughter, also
named Frances. [see last month’s
newsletter for more detail of the line
to Knox].

In fact, Frances Bennett was the qualifying ancestor that Compatriot Knox used for his original
application for membership in the NSSAR. According to Knox, having a female as your qualifying ancestor is somewhat unique.
Membership in NSSAR is based on being a lineal descendent of an ancestor who supported the
war for American Independence. These Patriots are not just those who fought in the military or
militia, but also include those who provided supplies to the American cause, who served on political bodies supporting the Revolution, or who signed oaths of support and similar acts. According to Knox, although Frances Bennett did not serve in the military or militia, she provided
“supplies” to the American cause. Even that was unique for a woman at that time. While it was
certainly not unusual for a colonial woman to support the cause for American Independence in
spirit, the giving of property was a different issue - a woman’s ownership of property was limited, even through inheritance.

Under colonial legal tradition, a married woman could not own
property independently of her husband. On the other hand,
unmarried women, including widows, had greater individual
rights – they could enter into contracts, buy and sell real estate,
or accumulate personal property, such as cash, goods, or livestock. And therein lies the key. Frances’s husband, Peter Bennett, died in 1778. From that date until the War ended in 1783,
she was a widow, and could freely acquire and dispose of
property.
Although Frances Bennett did not fight in the War as a soldier,
some women did, as you probably know. One of the most famous was Deborah Samson Gannett, better known as Deborah
Sampson, believed to have been the first woman to serve as a
uniformed member of the United States military.
She was the eldest of seven children, her father had abandoned
their home, and she worked as an indentured servant from the
age of 10 until being freed at 18. It was during that period that she learned to shoot a musket.
As the Revolution began, Deborah felt the need to do her part, and wanted to enlist in the Continental Army. Women were not allowed to, so she disguised herself as a man. Her first attempt
failed – although she signed up, she grew nervous and did not report the next day. A few years
later, on May 20, 1782, she tried again, this time successfully enlisting in the army under the
name of her deceased brother, Robert Shurtleff (Samson). [Look again at the image on the previous page!] She was issued a standard uniform — a blue coat and cap, white waistcoat, heavy
pants and stockings, and boots — and carried with her, as all soldiers did, a bayonet, firearm,
and hatchet, flint and powder, and a backpack weighted heavy with blanket, canteen, and ammunition including buckshot and leaden balls.
On July 3, 1782, Deborah was wounded in battle, shot
twice by musket balls in her leg, and receiving a sword
gash to her head. Fearing that her gender would be discovered, she treated the musket wounds herself, with
only partial success, and her leg never healed. Eventually her deception was discovered, and she was honorably discharged. But she was denied her accumulated pay
until the Massachusetts Governor interceded, and had to
fight for years, even with help from Paul Revere, to get a
pension. She was also excommunicated by the Baptist
Church for her "un-Christian" behavior.
After leaving the military she married Benjamin Gannett,
raised a family, and worked as a farmer and teacher. She
occasionally augmented her family's meager means by
lecturing on her wartime experience, wearing her soldier's uniform and concluding her speeches by performStatue of Deborah Sampson
ing the manual of arms with expert precision. She died
Public Library, Sharon, Massachusetts
in 1827 at the age of 66.

Web Sites: www.austinsar.org/
www. txssar.org/
www.sar.org/
Check out:
www.sar.org/. Once signed up you can follow your application progress.

Color Guard
Corner

Check out: the Compatriot Store for insignia and other
things.
Our Insignia may be ordered from the store.

Item # 0390
Member Badge

$70.00

Color Guard News

The Color Guard presented the colors at
the combined DAR/SAR luncheon in February.
If you’re interested in participating in the
Color Guard, or if you just want to learn
more about the whole thing, contact Henry
Shoenfelt, President.

If anyone has knowledge of where the Chapter
podium, magnetic signs and Plaque with past
President’s names, are, please let us know.

Chapter Meetings:
Third Saturday Monthly
11:00 A. M. until 1:00 P. M.
Texas Land & Cattle Co.
6007 N. IH 35 at Hwy. 290 E

SPOUSES, FAMILY, GUESTS,
VISITORS WELCOME

Genealogist News
Registrar/Genealogist Dan Stauffer reports
that no new member applications have
been approved, so no new members will be
inducted at the March meeting.

