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 Guest Speaker:  Dr. C. Jan Swearingen, professor of English 

 at Texas A&M University, and past President of the Rhetoric 

 Society of America.  Her topic will be “Patrick Henry and 

 the Presbyterians of Virginia.” 

 

 Upcoming speakers:  May—Peter Flagg Maxson, former 

 Patrick Henry Chapter Historian, whose topic will be the 

 Monticello Association’s accumulated papers and artifacts. 
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             Craig T. Enoch 

             Former Justice,  

         Texas Supreme Court 

 March Chapter  

Meeting 
 

Last month we were privileged to 

have as our guest speaker Craig T. 

Enoch, a former Justice of the 

Texas Supreme Court.  Fre-

quently asked to speak publicly 

on a variety of topics, Justice 

Enoch’s topic on this occasion 

was “The Rule of Law.” 

 

But he began with a few humor-

ous anecdotes about being a 

judge, and shared some personal 

experiences of having met George 

W. Bush, our 43rd President and 

Texas’s 46th Governor.  Having  



received then-Governor Bush as a guest in his home, Justice Enoch confirmed that President 

George W. Bush does in fact “turn into a pumpkin” around nine o’clock in the evening.  He 

also praised Bush’s quick mind and wit, and to illustrate related one incident when Justice 

Enoch asked then-President Bush, on a visit to the White House, “where’s the Monica Lewin-

sky room?”  Bush didn’t miss a beat before gesturing, “It’s right over there.” 

 

Once into the meat of his presentation, Justice Enoch spoke from his years of experience on the 

bench, and his research and insight into our legal system.  “The Rule of Law” means that 

decisions are made by applying known legal principles, and that no person is above the law.  

Justice Enoch traced its origins through ancient history, but shared his personal thoughts in this 

way:  “The secret of this country is people’s willingness to abide by the law—it is what makes 

this country great.” 

 

He also praised the genius of our Constitution, the “supreme law of the land,” and noted that in 

the more than 200 years of its life, it has been amended only 27 times, with the first 10 of those, 

the Bill of Rights, occurring shortly after its original passage.  But it didn’t come about because 

all of the “founding fathers” were in agreement.  After its passage, there were even riots 

amongst Americans, many of whom were opposed. More than 200 years later, noted Justice 

Enoch, “we are sill engaged in debating the same fundamental issues.”  Clearly leaning much 

more towards judicial “restraint” than judicial “activism,” Justice Enoch observed:  “To say that 

it is difficult (to amend the Constitution) does not relieve us of the obligation to either adhere to 

it, or amend it.” 

 

Ending back on a humorous note, Justice Enoch, to illustrate how any issue can have two sides, 

read the famous “whiskey speech” given by Judge, law professor, and state representative Noah 

S. "Soggy" Sweat, Jr., on the floor of the Mississippi state legislature in 1952: 

 

"My friends, I had not intended to discuss this controversial subject at this particular time. 

However, I want you to know that I do not shun controversy. On the contrary, I will take a 

stand on any issue at any time, regardless of how fraught with controversy it might be. You 

have asked me how I feel about whiskey. All right, here is how I feel about whiskey. 

 

"If when you say whiskey you mean the devil's brew, the poison scourge, the bloody monster, 

that defiles innocence, dethrones reason, destroys the home, creates misery and poverty, yea, 

literally takes the bread from the mouths of little children; if you mean the evil drink that top-

ples the Christian man and woman from the pinnacle of righteous, gracious living into the bot-

tomless pit of degradation, and despair, and shame and helplessness, and hopelessness, then cer-

tainly I am against it. 

 

"But; if when you say whiskey you mean the oil of conversation, the philosophic wine, the ale 

that puts a song in their hearts and laughter on their lips, and the warm glow of contentment in 

their eyes; if you mean Christmas cheer; if you mean the stimulating drink that puts the skip in 

the old gentleman's step on a frosty, Christmas morning; if you mean the drink which enables a 

man to magnify his joy, and his happiness, and to forget, if only for a little while, life's great 

tragedies, and heartaches, and sorrows; if you mean that drink, the sale of which pours into our 

treasuries untold millions of dollars, which are used to provide tender care for our little crippled 

children, our blind, our deaf, our pitiful aged and infirm; to build highways and hospitals and 

schools, then certainly I am for it. 

 

"This is my stand. I will not retreat from it. I will not compromise." 



This Month in the Revolution 
 The Raid on Danbury , CT, and the Battle of Ridgefield  

(and the midnight ride of Sybil Ludington) 

April 25-27, 1777 

 

 

 

   

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

The British landing on Compo Beach, at Cedar Point, at the mouth of the Saugatuck River near 

Westport, Connecticut, on April 25, 1777.  Oil on canvas, Robert Penn Lambdin (1886-1981). 

 

Early in 1777, both the Americans and the British be-

gan preparing for that year’s military campaigns, the 

large scale, strategic battles designed to win the War.   

 

The previous Fall , New York City had been taken by 

the British, and Major General William Howe, com-

manding the British forces in New York, drafted a plan 

for 1777 in which the primary goal was the taking of 

the Americans’ capital, Philadelphia.  Troops left to 

defend New York were under the command of the for-

mer royal governor, William Tryon, who was pro-

moted to "major general of the provincials."  Howe's 

plan authorized Tryon to "operate on Hudson's River, 

or ... enter Connecticut as circumstances may point 

out." 

 

Tryon was given one of the early operations of the sea-

son, a raid against the Continental Army depot at Dan-

bury, Connecticut.  It would prove to be the largest 

 



Since its creation in 1687, Danbury had developed as a 

center of commerce, with a turnpike and pathway system 

to foster trade.  During the Revolution, it was connected to 

Hartford by a military road, and Continental troops were 

mobilized there by the thousands.  Since it lay on a river, 

the Saugatuck, had flat roads, and housed a military hospi-

tal, early in the War Danbury became a supply depot for 

military leaders of the Continental Army who passed 

through New England.  It was the destruction of these 

stores that was the object of Tryon’s raid. 

 

On April 25, 1777, a British fleet consisting of two sloops, 

(Senegal and Swan), the brig Halifax, a dozen transports, a 

hospital ship, and upwards of ten smaller vessels was an-

chored off the coast of Connecticut, at the mouth of the 

Saugatuck River.  More than 2,000 British and loyalist 

troops came ashore in the afternoon on Compo Beach at 

Cedar Point, near Westport, and assembled on nearby 

Compo Hill.   The supply depot at Danbury was some 25 

miles inland, and by 11:00 p.m. that night, in a light rain, 

the British were on the march.  They arrived in Danbury 

the next afternoon, the 26th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The British fleet had been first spotted as it 

passed Norwalk, just a few miles west of the 

Saugatuck’s mouth, and by the time the Brit-

ish troops had landed, Patriot messengers had 

been dispatched to warn Danbury and local 

militia leaders of the movements.  Messages 

broadcasting the alarm went as far as Peeks-

kill, where Alexander McDougall began mo-

bilizing Continental Army troops garrisoned 

there.   

 

Major General David Wooster and Brigadier 

General Benedict Arnold were in New Ha-

ven, to the east, when messengers reached 

them on the 26th.  Wooster and Arnold im-

mediately began heading toward Danbury, 

preceded by General Gold Selleck Silliman, 

the commander of the militia in Fairfield 

County, where Danbury is located. They 

joined forces in Redding, and, in a pouring 

rain, headed toward Danbury.  By then, how-

ever, the British had already arrived in Dan-

bury, and had begun their assault on the town.  

What they couldn’t burn in the streets, they 

piled into barns and set afire.    

Colonel Benedict Arnold, c. 1776 

 



News of Danbury’s flames traveled fast.  Riders traversed the countryside to warn of the attack 

and muster the militia.  According to one version of the events that night, a rider came to the 

household of Colonel Henry Ludington, commander of the seventh 

regiment of Duchess County (New York) Militia, composed of 400 

men. At the time, the Colonel’s regiment was disbanded for planting 

season, and all of the men were miles apart at their respective farms. 

The rider was too tired to continue and Colonel Ludington had to 

prepare for battle, so he asked his barely sixteen-year-old daughter 

Sybil to ride through the night, alerting his men of the danger and 

urging them to come together to fight back. Sybil rode through the 

night, in a rainstorm on muddy roads, covering forty miles, shouting, 

“Gather at Ludington’s, the British are burning Danbury!”  Because 

of her bravery, almost the whole regiment was gathered to fight the 

British. 

 

Or so the story goes.  Because of the lack of contemporary documen-

tation of Sybil’s ride (the first published account occurred about 100 

years later), there are those who doubt that it occurred at all, and oth-

ers who wonder if it happened exactly that way.  But many others 

consider Sybil Ludington to be “the female Paul Revere.”  (She rode 

significantly farther than he did, by the way).  Her story has produced numerous written ac-

counts (some even naming her horse), a movie, a post-

age stamp, and there was even a poem written in 1940 

about her ride, by Berton Braley, that begins: 

 

Listen, my children, and you shall hear 

Of a lovely feminine Paul Revere 

Who rode an equally famous ride 

Through a different part of the countryside . . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Statue of Sybil Ludington in front of Danbury, Connecticut, Public Library 



Meanwhile, late that night, the Americans had reached Bethel, about 2 miles south of Danbury.  

In Danbury, the British forces were finally at rest, and some were drunk.  They might have been 

annihilated by a determined effort, but the Continental command chose to spend the night in 

Bethel, rather than press on.  Benedict Arnold, in a communication to Alexander McDougall the 

next day, put it this way:   "Last night at half past eleven, General Wooster, General Silliman 

and myself with six hundred militia arrived at Bethel . . . . The excessive heavy rains rendered 

their arms useless, and many of the troops were much fatigued having marched thirty miles in 

the course of the day without refreshment."  

 

Tryon was alerted to the presence of the Americans in Bethel around 1 a.m. on April 27th, and 

roused his troops.  He ordered the houses of Patriots to be burned.  Tory houses, carefully 

marked, were spared.  Tryon and his troops left around dawn, with Danbury still in flames, to 

return to his fleet.  All in all, by the time they departed, the British had burned the meeting 

house, all the town records, 19 homes and 22 storehouses and barns.  Tryon marched by the 

western road out of Danbury, toward the village of Ridgefield to the south, in an attempt to 

avoid the American forces at Bethel.  Wooster split his forces.  Silliman and Arnold took most 

of the American troops, and, after a forced march, reached Ridgefield at 11:00 a.m., and cut off 

the British line of advance. 

 

Wooster took the balance of the Americans and charged the British rearguard. Wooster was 

mortally wounded. Arnold held the front for about an hour against three cannon, but eventually 

the Americans were dispersed.  After encamping for the night just south of Ridgefield, the Brit-

ish forces departed the next morning, the 28th, leaving six houses and the Episcopal church (a 

Patriot supply depot and field hospital) in flames.  Some American forces engaged in a swarm-

ing harassment of the British column as it moved south, that resembled the British retreat from 

Concord at the start of the war. From behind convenient stone walls, trees, and buildings the 

militia constantly fired at the British column as it headed back toward Compo Beach. 

 

Other patriots regrouped ahead of the British in their path, sometimes in large numbers, but 

each time were outflanked as the British crossed the Norwalk and Saugatuck Rivers upstream 

of the mapped and marked crossings.   All the while, Silliman and his troops skirmished at the 

British rear guard.  Finally, when the British reached the coast again at Compo Hill, they turned 

on their pursuers, and with bayonets fixed, four regiments charged. Despite their exhaustion 

after the day's march, the British drove the Americans back a mile and a half.  The commander 

of the British fleet, Captain Henry Duncan, prepared a defense for the reembarcation and loaded 

1000 troops in ten minutes. The remainder soon followed and the fleet got underway at 6:00 

P.M. for the voyage back to New York. 

  

The raid on Danbury and actions in Ridgefield were tactical British successes.  In addition to 

the large amount of property that was destroyed, the American causalities were about 20 killed, 

with between 40 and 80 wounded.  The British casualties were somewhat higher.  As General 

Washington described it a few days later in a letter to the President of Congress, “I have only to 

add and to lament, that this Enterprize has been attended but with too much success on the part 

of the Enemy." 

 

Even so, the resistance by American forces and a consequent rise in American military enroll-

ments in the area deterred the British from ever again attempting a landing by ship to attack 

inland colonial strongholds during the war. The British also would never again conduct inland 

operations in Connecticut, despite western Connecticut's strategic importance in securing the 

Hudson River Valley. 



Our Patriot Ancestors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

        Bennington Battlefield Marker 

Each month, we showcase one of our 

members’ Patriot Ancestors, telling a 

little bit about that compatriot, and a 

little bit about his ancestor. 

 

Some of our members have very fa-

mous ancestors, as you know, such as 

Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin 

Franklin.  Others, perhaps most of us, 

are like me—little is known about our 

particular Patriots. Then there is a third 

category . . .   This month, I think I will 

tell you about the particular Patriot 

first, before I reveal the Compatriot’s 

identity. 

The Patriot at issue was Colonel Samuel Herrick, born on April 2, 1732 in Coventry, Connecti-

cut, who later moved to Vermont.   Herrick is best known as the commander of a regiment of 

militiamen formed in July of 1777, sometimes referred to as the Vermont Rangers, or Herrick’s 

Rangers, or Herrick’s Vermont Rangers, that figured prominently at the Battle of Bennington. 

 

Herrick is described by Vermont Virtual Vermont Internet Magazine as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

So, that is a little bit about the Patriot Ancestor.  Now, who is the compatriot? 

“Revolutionary War leader who came to Bennington in 1768 and relocated 

to Springfield, New York after the Revolution. Little else is known of his 

life before or after the war. 

 

A Captain in the Continental army at Ticonderoga, Herrick was dispatched 

to take Skeenesborough (now Whitehall), New York from the British and 

take General Skeene and his men into custody. He succeeded admirably, 

capturing several boats in the process, which he later took to Ticonderoga 

and which helped greatly in the victory there. 

 

In the true sense and tradition of "Rangers", he and his men so disrupted a 

movement by Burgoyne by felling trees and rolling boulders into the road, 

that Burgoyne was forced to take his heavy artillery over Fort Ann Mountain 

on a nearly impassable road. Herrick and his men continued the harassment 

the whole way. 

 

Herrick participated gallantly in the Battle of Bennington, leading the attack 

on Baum's right flank. He later gained control of Lake George, drove the 

British from Mounts Hope, Independence and Defiance, and forced them to 

evacuate Ticonderoga.” 



drug abuse. 

 

 

In 1988, Bush launched a successful campaign to succeed Reagan as president, defeating Democ-

ratic opponent Michael Dukakis. Foreign policy drove the Bush presidency; military operations were 

conducted in Panama and the Persian Gulf at a time of world change; the Berlin Wall fell in 1989 

and the Soviet Union dissolved two years later. 

I’m sure you recognize these two individuals.   

 

What you may not know is that both are past mem-

bers of the Patrick Henry Chapter of the NSSAR, 

in Austin, Texas. 

 

George Walker Bush (left)  was born July 6, 1946, 

in New Haven, Connecticut. He is the eldest son of 

Barbara Bush and 41st President George H. W. 

Bush, making him the second American president 

to have been the son of a former president.   

 

After graduating from Yale University in 1968 and 

Harvard Business School in 1975, Bush worked in 

oil businesses. He ran unsuccessfully for the House 

of Representatives shortly thereafter, He later co-

owned the Texas Rangers baseball team before de-

feating Ann Richards in the 1994 Texas gubernato-

rial election. In a close and controversial election, 

Bush was elected President in 2000 as the Republi-

can candidate, defeating Vice President Al Gore in 

the Electoral College. 

George Herbert Walker Bush (right) was born on 

June 12, 1924, in Milton, Massachusetts. Follow-

ing the attacks on Pearl Harbor in 1941, at the age 

of 18, Bush postponed going to college and be-

came the youngest aviator in the US Navy at the 

time.  He served until the end of the war, then at-

tended Yale University. Graduating in 1948, he 

moved his family to West Texas and entered the 

oil business, becoming a millionaire by the age of 

40. 

 

He became involved in politics soon after found-

ing his own oil company, serving as a member of 

the House of Representatives, among other posi-

tions. He ran unsuccessfully for president of the 

United States in 1980, but was chosen by party 

nominee Ronald Reagan to be the vice presiden-

tial nominee, and the two were subsequently 

elected. During his tenure, Bush headed admini-

stration task forces on deregulation and fighting 



Web Sites: www.austinsar.org/ 

                  www. txssar.org/ 

                   www.sar.org/ 

Check out: 

www.sar.org/. Once signed up you can follow your ap-

plication progress. 

 

Check out: the Compatriot Store for insignia and other 

things. 

 

 

Our Insignia may be ordered from the store. 

 

 

 

 

 Item # 0390 

 Member Badge     $70.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone has knowledge of where the Chapter  

podium, magnetic signs and Plaque with past 

President’s names, are, please let  us know. 
 

 

 

 

Chapter Meetings: 

Third Saturday Monthly 

11:00 A. M. until 1:00 P. M. 

 

 

Texas Land & Cattle Co. 

6007 N. IH 35 at Hwy. 290 E 

 

 

 

SPOUSES, FAMILY, GUESTS, 

VISITORS  WELCOME  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Color Guard 
Corner 

Color Guard News 
 

 

 

No Color Guard activity to report since the 

presentation of the colors at the combined 

DAR/SAR luncheon in February. 

 

If you’re interested in participating in the 

Color Guard, or if you just want to learn 

more about the whole thing,  contact Henry 

Shoenfelt, President. 

 

 
 
 

Genealogist News  
 

Registrar/Genealogist Dan Stauffer reports 

that two new member applications have 

been approved,  Harvey Davis and Kevin 

Countie, and they are scheduled to be in-

ducted at the April meeting.  One supple-

mental has been approved as well. 

 

Make plans to come to the meeting to watch 

the ceremony and help us welcome our new 

members.  


