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May 2012
MAY MEETING
May 19, 2012 11:00 A.M.
Texas Land & Cattle Co.
6007 N. IH 35
Austin, TX 78723
512-451-6555
Guest Speaker: Lt. Col. (Ret.) Jack Cowan.
Topic: “The Chains That Made America.”
June’s Guest Speaker: Paul Swetland.
Topic: “Life in the Continental Army:
Hardship and Suffering.”

April Chapter Meeting
“Give me liberty, or give me death!”
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Who among us is not familiar with
those fighting words of our Chapter’s
namesake, Patrick Henry?

Color Guard Commander
Vacant

And besides the “what” and “who” of
those words, we are also likely aware
of the “where” and “when,” namely, in
Richmond, Virginia, in a speech given
on March 23, 1775, at the second of the
five Virginia Conventions.
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Dr. C. Jan Swearingen
English Professor,
Texas A & M University

But last month’s speaker, Dr. C. Jan
Swearingen, shared some insight into
one aspect that many of us may not
know about — the “how” of those
words — how such powerful oratory
came about.

The well-known quote at the beginning of
this article is only seven words—only one
with more than one syllable. Here is a little more of that particular speech.
“Is life so dear or peace so sweet as
to be purchased at the price of chains
and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty
God. I know not what course others
may take, but as for me, give me liberty
or give me death!”
Powerful ideas. Elegant words. Is that
kind of oratory the product of innate talent,
a lifetime of training and experience, or
sheer dumb luck? Or maybe it’s some
combination of all three. Dr. Swearingen
offered some insight into the “training and
experience” component.

Patrick Henry (1736 – 1799)
by George Bagby Matthews, after Thomas Sully

Dr. Swearingen is a professor of English at
Texas A&M University, and a Past President of the Rhetoric Society of America.
She is the author of several books, and a
frequent public speaker, including an appearance at Colonial Williamsburg in 2010,
where she spoke on Patrick Henry’s role in
Virginia’s struggle for religious freedom.

The title of her presentation at last month’s meeting was “Patrick Henry and Samuel Davies:
Prophets of Liberty in Presbyterian Virginia.” In it, she focused on the language of religious
freedom, political liberty, and independence used by Patrick Henry and others at the time of the
Revolution, from at least two perspectives. One perspective was a more general connection between that language and, in her words, the “long history of Scots and Presbyterians in opposing
repeated English attempts to control their political, educational, and religious life,” which had
provided “a number of arguments and doctrines” used in defense of those rights.
According to Dr. Swearingen, during this period debate on religious issues was very much accepted – not so much a search for the right answer. “Catechizing,” a method of instruction by
question and answer, was popular. As part of this process, she noted, “the arguments . . . advanced in support of religious toleration and then religious freedom became part of the language
defending political liberty and independence from the English crown.”
The other perspective was the personal connection between Patrick Henry and Samuel Davies,
an “innovative and gifted” Presbyterian minister of the time.
Patrick Henry’s father had emigrated from Aberdeenshire, Scotland, in the 1720s, settling in
Hanover County, Virginia, where Patrick was born in 1736. Samuel Davies was an evangelist
and Presbyterian minister, and the fourth president of Princeton University, who had ministered
in Hanover County from 1748-1759, while Patrick was growing up.

While at Princeton (then known as the College of New Jersey) Davies left his mark on
his students, particularly the eleven members
of the Class of 1760 whom he taught as seniors.
``Whatever be your Place,'' he told them in
his baccalaureate address, ``imbibe and cherish a public spirit. Serve your generation.''
Which they did. Among the eleven were a
member of the Continental Congress, chaplains in the Continental Army, judges in
Maine and Pennsylvania, the founder of a
college in North Carolina, a member of the
United States House of Representatives, and
a signer of the Declaration of Independence.
While in Hanover County, Davies had a profound influence on the Henry family, and on
Patrick in particular. “Davies' eloquent sermons electrified his audiences,” according to
one writer.
Samuel Davies (1724-1761)
Dr. Swearingen noted that Davies’ powerful
oratory “converted Patrick Henry’s mother
and sisters to Presbyterianism (from Anglicanism).” She also pointed out that “young
Patrick attended Presbyterian services with
his mother in his youth,” and “(a)ccording to
family legend, while driving the carriage
back home after services, he was asked to
repeat back Davies’ sermon, and began to
give signs of a gift for oratory.”
In Dr. Swearingen’s words: “Samuel Davies’
pulpit oratory shaped Patrick Henry’s powerful political oratory.”
Patrick Henry himself claimed that Davies
had the "most profound influence" on him,
and considered him to be the greatest speaker
he had ever heard. He once wrote: “I was
first taught what an orator should be by listening to Davies preach.”
Carriage Ride Home
by Thomas Birch (1779—1851)

Sounds like “training and experience” to me.

Photo Album

New Member Harvey Davis, second from left, was sworn in at the April Chapter Meeting.
Also shown, left to right, are Dan Stauffer, Jim Nelson, and Maurice Adams.

Patrick Henry Chapter member Max Miller recently presented the National SAR ROTC award
to UT Midshipman Angelica C. Jimeno. The award is given to a cadet selected by their commanding officer for having a high degree of merit with respect to leadership qualities, military
bearing and general excellence.

This Month in the Revolution
The Thomas Creek Massacre
British Colony of East Florida
May 17, 1777

A Map of the New Governments of East and West Florida, 1763
J. Gibson, Gentlemen’s Magazine (London, : Gentlemen’s Magazine, 1763)

Reviewing “This Month in the Revolution” for the past several issues of the newsletter, one
could come away with the impression that the struggle for Independence was limited to the
states in the northeast. While it is true that during the first three years of the Revolution the primary military encounters were in the north, in fact, the War was fought in some way, shape, or
form in every state, in remote wilderness areas, and even in other countries. This month, then,
it seems appropriate to see what might have been happening outside “the north.”

Units of the Continental Army were assigned to any of seven regional or territorial departments. One of these, the Southern Department, was the most independent of the commands due
to geography and the need for year round operations – most of the departments to the north suspended offensive operations for the winter and early spring. The Southern Department included
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia (and those colonies’ western frontiers).
At the time of the Revolution, what is now the state of Florida was not part of the United States
– it was in the hands of the British.
After the French and Indian War, in 1763, Spain ceded its territory of La Florida to England , in
exchange for Cuba, and England promptly divided its new acquisition into two separate colonies, West and East Florida, which remained under British control until 1783. The capital of
East Florida was St. Augustine, which had been the capital of Spanish Florida.
Patriots in Georgia attempted three times to defeat the
British garrison based at St. Augustine, which actively
supported the activities of Loyalists who fled there from
Georgia and other southern states, and which was responsible for raiding cattle and other supplies in southern
Georgia. Following a particular raiding expedition by
English Loyalist Thomas “Burnfoot” Brown in February
1777, Georgia President Button Gwinnett organized the
second of such expeditions against the British capital.
“Burnfoot” Brown had immigrated to Georgia in 1774
from Whitby, Yorkshire, England, intending to become a
quiet colonial gentleman planter. Instead, he quickly became engaged in the coming revolution. Confronted at
his house in the summer of 1775 by a crowd of the Sons
of Liberty, he responded to their demands to renounce his
loyalist tendencies with pistol and sword. He was taken
prisoner with a fractured skull, tied to a tree, scalped,
roasted by fire, tarred, and feathered. He lost two toes in
the roasting (hence his nickname), and suffered headaches for the rest of his life.

Button Gwinnett
Portrait by Nathaniel Hone.

Enraged, Brown assumed leadership of backcountry Georgia loyalists, became a skilled commander with the rank of provincial Lieutenant Colonel, and eventually came to lead a mounted
Loyalist company styled the King's Rangers, which he developed into a uniformed and disciplined unit. Or, as one writer has described it, Brown’s response to his encounter with the Sons
of Liberty “was to launch merry-hell in and around Georgia on the rebels.”
The ill-fated 1777 Florida invasion was organized by Gwinnett and General Robert Howe, the
commander of the Southern Department. The plan was to send 400 continental troops, from the
commands of Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Elbert and Brigadier General Lachlan McIntosh, in
three galleys and support craft, by sea, and another element of 109 mounted militia led by Colonel John Baker, by land. The two elements were to rendezvous at Saw Pit Bluff, near the mouth

of the Nassau River, a site presently within the city limits
of Jacksonville, Florida. The goal was to capture St. Augustine. Instead, the result was the Thomas Creek massacre.
Howe’s inclusion of General McIntosh showed, at the
very least, a significant degree of political naiveté. General McIntosh and Georgia President Gwinnett were bitter
political enemies, and could not agree on any issues of
command and strategy. Before long, Howe and the Georgia Congress gave complete command of the operation to
Colonel Elbert. But, as an aside, just how bitter was the
Gwinnett - McIntosh rivalry?
On May 1, the very same day the flotilla left the port at
Sunbury, Georgia, General McIntosh addressed the Georgia assembly and denounced Gwinnett, calling him a
"scoundrel and lying rascal." Gwinnett demanded an
apology, McIntosh refused, and Gwinnett challenged him
to a duel. On May 16, the day before the massacre at
General Lachlan McIntosh
Thomas Creek, the two men met with pistols in a field,
and at a distance of 12 paces, leveled and fired almost simultaneously. Gwinnett received a ball
to the thigh and McIntosh was struck in the leg. McIntosh would recover, but Gwinnett’s wound
was mortal and he died three days later.
Meanwhile, the American flotilla, sailing via the inland waterway, had been delayed by narrow
channels, contrary winds, and prepared British defenses. Colonel Baker and his mounted militia
became worried about the delay. Baker moved west of the planned rendezvous, to find a better
place to wait, and encamped on the banks of Thomas Creek, a tributary of the Nassau River.
Unfortunately, British scouts located Baker’s cavalry
on the night of May 16. “Burnfoot” Brown and his
rangers, with their Indian allies, set up an ambush
ahead of Baker's route, while British regulars advanced in three columns behind. When Baker’s column reached the ambush around 9:00 a.m. the next
morning, Brown's men delivered a surprise volley at
50 yards. Baker and his men turned to flee, heading
directly into the oncoming British regulars.
There were no British casualties, but American losses
were heavy — as many as eight Americans killed in
the battle, nine wounded, and more than 30 prisoners
taken. Creek Indians with the British forces later
killed as many as 15 of the captives, in revenge for an
earlier skirmish. Colonel Elbert finally reached East
Florida two days after the battle, learned of the defeat, and began the Americans’ retreat. It wasn’t long
before “Burnfoot” Brown and his men resumed their
raiding activities into Georgia.

Colonel Samuel Elbert

Our Patriot Ancestors

American soldiers at the siege of Yorktown, by Jean-Baptiste-Antoine DeVerger, watercolor, 1781.
The African American soldier is reportedly from the first Rhode Island Regiment.

Each month this section of the newsletter is set aside
to highlight our Patriot Ancestors. Where they came
from, what they did in the Revolution, and maybe
even how we traced our connection to them.
This month’s issue has no highlight.
We need volunteers ! Give us your ancestors. You
know who they are — we do not. At least, not yet.
Your ancestor doesn’t have to be famous, or a general, or a hero. To paraphrase contemporary nursery
rhymes, he or she can be “rich man, poor man, beggar
man, thief . . . the butcher, the baker, the candlestick
maker.”
If you want to share, contact David Smith, the Chapter Historian, 496-0607, or dasmith51@earthlink.net.

Member of the Stockbridge Militia, 1778
Drawing from the Revolutionary War diary
of Johann Von Ewald

Web Sites: www.austinsar.org/
www. txssar.org/
www.sar.org/
Check out:
www.sar.org/. Once signed up you can follow your application progress.

Color Guard
Corner

Check out: the Compatriot Store for insignia and other
things.
Our Insignia may be ordered from the store.

Item # 0390
Member Badge

$70.00

If anyone has knowledge of where the Chapter
podium, magnetic signs and Plaque with past
President’s names, are, please let us know.

Chapter Meetings:
Third Saturday Monthly
11:00 A. M. until 1:00 P. M.

Color Guard News
Compatriot Jim Deeter is looking for a
home for his replica (non-firing) Brown
Bess Musket. He recently ordered a new
Musket (this one fires – watch out) and no
longer needs his old Brown Bess. If you’re
interested, contact Jim via email, deeterjames@att.net.
The Color Guard has not been active since
the combined DAR/SAR luncheon in February.
If you’re interested in participating in the
Color Guard, or if you just want to learn
more about the whole thing, contact Henry
Shoenfelt, President.

Texas Land & Cattle Co.
6007 N. IH 35 at Hwy. 290 E

SPOUSES, FAMILY, GUESTS,
VISITORS WELCOME

Genealogist News
Registrar/Genealogist Dan Stauffer is out
of state, but has been working with several
new member prospects even while away.
At the time of publication, no information
was available about approval of new applications, new member inductions, or approved supplemental applications. Watch
for next month’s newsletter for updates,.

