
   

   

 

 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS! 
 

Twelve members are needed for  help with District 1 
Summer Workshop.   Thursday, August 15, 2013.   
7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  Second Ponce de Leon Baptist 
Church.  Let's work together to make Joseph 
Habersham soar - call your Regent, 770/513-4286, 
to volunteer! 

JOSEPH HABERSHAM 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2012-2014 
 
Regent   Mary Lynne Keener 
1st Vice Regent               Mary Ann Hawthorne 
Chaplain  Penelope Kurland 
Treasurer  Victoria Conn Frolich 
Registrar  Charlotte Christian 
Rec. Secretary  Carol Bernal 
Corr. Secretary  Patricia Gresham 
Hist./Librarian  Karla Ellen Wall 
 

We hope to see you for lunch and the 
monthly meeting on Thursday, April 
18, 2013, Fellowship Hall, Second 
Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, 11:00 
a.m. 

Dear Joseph Habersham Daughters, 
 

Spring is in the air and with its arrival every year comes the 
Georgia State Society Conference, March 14-17th.  It was an 
inspiring four days of meetings, fellowship, and some healthy 
competition among the 111 Georgia DAR chapters. THE BIG 
NEWS –our own Brittany Elwell was named OUSTANDING  
GEORGIA JUNIOR. This is a well-deserved honor that also 
reflects favorably on this special woman, our chapter and her 
Mom, past-Regent Elaine Dorr.  Brittany will represent our 
state for the National Outstanding Junior title at Continental 
Congress in DC this June. Please congratulate Brittany.   
 
In addition, Joseph Habersham chapter earned several awards 
for our 2012 activities, but I will remember the conference 
most for insight into the incredible efforts our fellow 
“daughters” are making for veterans, libraries, new U.S. 
citizens and community service. Our chapter was recognized 
for our generous contributions to Hindman School and to 
Meadow Garden. I am so proud. I realize that I am following 
in the footsteps of many smart and capable Chapter Regents 
dating all the way back to 1900, and Lucy Cook Peel, our first 
Regent. Our chapter’s continued success is guaranteed with 
the willingness each of you exhibit to volunteer when asked, 
or to chair a committee.  I am blessed indeed. 
 
Wishing you Sunshine and Love, 
 
Mary Lynne Keener 
Chapter Regent 
 
 

Patricia Gresham, Editor 
 33 Johnson Ferry Road, N.W. 
 Sandy Springs, Georgia  30328 
 404.252.6596 
 caribeless@gmail.com 
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JOSEPH HABERSHAM DAUGHTER BRITTANY ELWELL WINS  
GEORGIA OUTSTANDING JUNIOR MEMBER CONTEST 

 
Our very own Brittany Elwell won the NSDAR Georgia Outstanding Junior 
Member Contest from a field of seventeen contestants!   
 
A “Junior Member” is a member of the DAR who is eighteen to thirty-five years old and 
holds membership in the National Society, the State Society and her chapter.  Where 
qualified, she may also serve as an officer or chairperson at all three levels.   
 
The Outstanding Junior Member Contest was begun in 1963, to honor young women who 
promote the goals and purposes of the National Society and serve the communities in 
which they live.  One daughter is chosen per state.  Joseph Habersham Chapter also 
carried Georgia with the outstanding junior member in 2000, Karla Wall’s daughter, 
Deborah Kumpitsch. 
 
Brittany shared her Outstanding Junior Member Contest Application for this article, and 
she is quite the accomplished young mother and wife, valuable member of our chapter, 
and contributor to the Metro Atlanta community. 
 
With regard to service to our chapter, Brittany served as Corresponding Secretary, 2008-
2010.  She was Second Vice Regent, 2010-2012, and State Vice Chairman of Junior 
Membership in 2010.  As State Vice Chairman of Junior Membership, Brittany attended 
several District Workshops throughout Georgia, where she garnered support for junior 
membership and encouraged paging at the state and national levels with her presentations.  
She was a Page at the State Conference, 2008-2010, and a Delegate to the State 
Conference in 2012.  She served as a Page and voting Delegate to the Continental 
Congress, 2008-2012. At the 2012 Continental Congress, Brittany served as a Personal 
Page to Chaplain General Laura Reid.  It was Brittany who launched the Joseph 
Habersham Quarterly as a means of reaching our members during her years of service to 
our chapter as Corresponding Secretary.       
 
Brittany assisted her husband in finalizing his application to join the Atlanta Chapter of 
the SAR in 2011.  In 2012, Brittany represented our chapter at a re-organization meeting 
of Lady Elizabeth Oglethorpe CAR, and her daughter Ansley is a charter member.  
 
This very productive young lady serves the Metro Atlanta community in many ways.  She 
has been a member of the Junior League of Gwinnett North Fulton for nine years, during 
which time she has served as Chairman of the Cookbook Committee, Secretary on the 
Board of Directors, President’s Council, Nominating Committee, and Sustaining Member.  
Brittany is a member of the Atlanta Rowing Club, Peachtree Presbyterian Church, 
Mothers of Preschoolers, Atlanta Junior Chamber of Commerce, and Young Republicans 
of Forsyth County.  She has served as a volunteer at MedShare International, the Order of 
St. John and at campaign events for the Lt. Governor of Georgia.     
_________________ 
http://www.tndar.org/juniors.php.  
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CHAPTER DOLLARS AT WORK 
 

The membership voted affirmatively at the December, 2012 meeting to fund the 
following objectives in 2013: 
 

(1) HINDMAN SETTLEMENT SCHOOL – Chapter funding will consist of a 
five-year commitment beginning in 2013, and ending with the payment in 
2017, of a donation of $6000.00 per year, $5000.00 of which will be donated 
to the Mike Mullins Memorial Fund, for the benefit of the students as 
determined by the Executive Director and Board of the school.     
 

(2) WOUNDED WARRIOR PROJECT - The Chapter will contribute 
$5000.00 to this worthy cause for the treatment and rehabilitation of members 
of the military who have sustained physical and/or emotional wounds from 
active combat. 
 

(3) MEADOW GARDEN BATHROOM RENOVATION – The Chapter will 
provide $5000.00 for renovation of the bathroom at Meadow Gardens, home 
to Georgia Declaration of Independence signer, George Walton.  Meadow 
Gardens is owned and operated by the Georgia State Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution. 
 

Many thanks to the members of the Finance Committee, Barbara Long, Leslie 
Caylor, Charlotte Christian, Victoria Conn Frolich and Mary Lynne Keener (ex 
officio), for developing these opportunities for the chapter. 
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[The following is reprinted from the Spring 2013 Hindman Settlement School Newsletter.] 
 

JOSEPH HABERSHAM CHAPTER ESTABLISHES  
MIKE MULLINS MEMORIAL FUND 

 
The Joseph Habersham DAR Chapter of Atlanta, Georgia has established the Mike 
Mullins Memorial Fund to honor the memory of Mike Mullins, who directed 
Hindman Settlement School for 34 years. They have pledged $5,000 per year to an 
endowed fund until it reaches $25,000. The proceeds of the endowment are 
unrestricted (which would have pleased Mike). 
  
The Joseph Habersham Chapter has been a strong partner of Hindman Settlement 
School for several years. In 2009, they established a fund in honor of long-time 
member, Alae Risse Leitch, which similarly provided for annual gifts until it 
reached $25,000. Income from that fund supports programs benefiting children. 
  
We are thrilled that Joseph Habersham Daughters are invested in building a legacy 
at Hindman Settlement School and promise to remain good stewards of this legacy. 
 

 
 
 
 

_______ 
Brent Hutchinson, Executive Director of Hindman Settlement School, was our 
special speaker at the March 21st chapter meeting.  He traveled from Eastern 
Kentucky especially to thank Joseph Habersham Chapter for our continued 
support.  Brent discussed the dyslexia tutoring programs and the Appalachian 
Writers' workshops that are celebrating the heritage of Knott County and changing 
lives in the region. 

 

Barbara Long, former Regent of the Joseph Habersham Chapter, with Mike  Mullins 
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THE PATRIOT CORNER 
 
[Inspired by Bree Kelley’s “They the People: Patriot Biographies Written by their Descendants,” a compilation 
of Joseph Habersham daughter patriot biographies, published April 19, 2012.] 
 

 Member Bea Hites’ patriot ancestor, Henry Pawling, was born on April 22, 
1752, and was a resident of Montgomery County, New York.  According to his pension 
application of October 19, 1820, Pawling became a lieutenant on the Continental Line 
for the Fifth New York Regiment commanded by Colonel Lewis Dubois and in Captain 
Thomas Lee’s company on November 21, 1776.  He served until October, 1777, when 
he was taken prisoner by Sir Henry Clinton’s forces (British, Loyalists and Hessians) at 
Fort Montgomery, New York on the North River (Lower Hudson River). Patriot forces 
fought valiantly, but were outnumbered three to one, and more than half of them were 
killed during the siege.  Surviving patriots, including Pawling, were imprisoned on 
board several British ships in the New York Harbor.  Pawling spent time on both the 
Archer and the Myrtle, and then was paroled at Long Island, where, in 1781, he was 
exchanged.   A little about those prison ships follows. 
  There were a total of sixteen British prison ships in the New York Harbor during 
the Revolutionary War that came to house about 11,500 American prisoners.  The 
bodies of those who died were thrown overboard and their bodies left to lie along the 
Brooklyn shore on Wallabout Bay.  The Tammany Society led the effort to honor these 
Americans, and shipyard workers collected about twenty barrels of bones.  The bones 
were re-interred beneath a vault and a ceremony was held at the Brooklyn Navy Yard on 
Wallabout Bay on May 26, 1808.  Benjamin Romaine, a patriot once held captive on 
one of these prison ships, bought the property in 1839, for about $300.00.  He was later 
interred there in 1844.  In 1873, a new monument was built at Fort Green Park in 
Brooklyn, and the bones were re-interred there.  From 1900-1908, a third and final 
monument was built at Fort Green Park, the Prison Ship Martyrs’ Monument, and 
dedicated by President Taft.  It is a single Doric granite column, 149 feet tall, with a 
solar powered eternal flame at the top.  A staircase of ninety nine steps leads to the top 
of the column and is accessible behind a bronze door.  The monument site has suffered 
vandalism, refurbishment and restoration over the years, and is currently maintained by 
the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation. 
 Following his parole and the exchange, Pawling joined the Second New York 
Regiment under Colonel Philip Van Cortlandt, and he commanded a company for 
Captain Benjamin Walker.  He participated in the taking of General Cornwallis’ forces 
and received a captain’s commission on November 6, 1782.  He remained in the service 
until the army disbanded.   In his 1820 pension application, Pawling stated he and his 
wife Ann Brown were farmers, and listed assets of six chairs, six tablespoons, six knives 
and forks, one table, six cups and saucers, one snuff box, one tobacco box, and one pair 
of spectacles.  He died June 29, 1836, and is buried in Hagaman, Montgomery County, 
New York. 
____________________ 
http://nysparks.com/historic-sites/28/details.aspx. 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/windy_valley/4913602535/ 
http://revwarny.com/pawlinghenry.pdf 
A collection of resources found at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prison_Ship_Martyrs%27_Monument. 
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[An excerpt from “History of the Joseph Habersham Chapter NSDAR”] 
 

 
HABERSHAM HALL’S CORNERSTONE LAID 

 
Habersham Memorial Hall was completed and the cornerstone was laid at 3:00 

P.M. on January 14, 1922. Mrs. Peel presented an inspiring speech at the dedication. A 
memorial address was delivered by a World War I veteran, Captain Richard Broules. 
Mrs. Peel and Regent Pratt gathered items of current history and special interest to be 
included in contents to go into the cornerstone. Some of the things included were a list of 
Georgia Honor Roll of the Sons of World War I, a summary of all Georgia soldiers who 
fought in all wars, photographs of many of the chapter’s Real Daughters, sketches of 
Atlanta’s civic and patriotic organizations, and a history of the Joseph Habersham 
Chapter, as well as other DAR chapters. The first meeting held in Habersham Hall was on 
June 15, 1922. 
 In 1923, Mrs. Peel became desperately ill. She died on February 16, 1923. Regent 
White presided at a memorial service “to do honor publicly in a memorial fitting to Mrs. 
William Lawson Peel.” A copy of the tribute, written by Mrs. Ashford, Mrs. Gentry, and 
Miss Helen Prescott, was sent to Colonel Peel and his family. A copy was also sent to 
each of the Atlanta daily newspapers, and a copy was read into the minutes. 
 The crowning effort of Mrs. Peel’s life was as Building Chairman of Habersham 
Memorial Hall. Much of the money was raised by her personal efforts. She was a brilliant 
woman, a staunch Southerner, and a pre-eminent citizen.  She gave untiring energy and 
devotion to the history, traditions, and institutions of her state. She was instrumental in 
the organization of the Atlanta Chapter DAR and served as its first Regent. She was made 
Honorary Regent for life. For the United Daughters of 1812 she served as Vice-President 
General. 
 “Release Habersham Hall from Bondage” became the goal of the 1930’s. Many 
fund raisers were held to retire the mortgage, and on May 24, 1943, the mortgage was 
burned at a Dedicatory Program. Taking part were the Army, Navy, Marines, and 
representatives of the WAVES, WACS, SPARS, and Women Marines.  Music was 
furnished by the Old Guard. Habersham Hall was dedicated anew to all Georgia soldiers 
who fought in wars under the Georgia flag. During World War II, Habersham Hall was 
used for defense meetings and as an air raid station, as well as for offering Red Cross 
courses. When 26,000 soldiers were encamped at Piedmont Park for two weeks, a 
canteen was operated for them.  Junior DAR members contributed $86.00 toward the 
purchase of War Bonds for the chapter. Habersham Hall stood ready to be converted into 
a hospital if necessary. 
 Honorary Regent Mrs. Brawner presented the chapter with a handsome gavel cut 
from a tree that stood on Yamacraw Bluff. 
 
_________________________ 
http://lisawadedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/sharp-wade-2011-secrets-of-a-feminist-icon.pdf. 
Peel, William L., Editor.  Historical Collections of the Joseph Habersham Chapter Volume I, Genealogical Publishing Company, 
 Incorporated, 1968 (originally published in 1901).   
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Ms. Alae Risse Leitch, 
Honorary State Regent and 
Past Historian General, in 
attendance at the Convention 

REPORT FROM 115th GEORGIA STATE SOCIETY CONVENTION  
March 14-17, 2013 

Joseph Habersham Chapter fared very well at the Convention with the following 
awards: 

State Honor Roll 
Hightower Award for support to DAR Schools [$10 award] 
Certificate of Appreciation for contributions to NSDAR Library 
Certificate of Appreciation for participation in American Indians Committee Activities 
Certificate of Appreciation for participation in Commemorative Events 
Certificate of Award for outstanding support of DAR Special Projects 
Certificate of Award for Honorable Mention CAR 
Recognition as a Meadow Garden Patron 
General appreciation award from GSS for work of chapter 
Appreciation for support of “sole sisters project” 
Brittany Elwell – Outstanding Junior for State of Georgia 
Jane Frazer – 3rd place for indexing project by Genealogical Records Committee 
Mary Lynne Keener – 2nd place for Women’s Issues essay 
Karla Wall & Mary Lynne Keener – support of “sole sisters project” 

Delegates present on behalf of our chapter were Mary Lynne Keener, 
Charlotte Christian, Vicky Conn Frolich and Mary Ann Hawthorne.  Miss 
Hawthorne also served as a Page.  Bree Kelly, Penelope Kurland, Carol Bernal, 
Mrs. Keener, Candice Parrow, Elaine Dorr, Mrs. Frolich and Karla Wall took time 
as Volunteers at the Registration Desk.  

Frances Smith, past Joseph Habersham Chapter Regent who passed away in 
February, 2013, was honored at the memorial service on Friday morning.  On 
Friday night, Lt. Col. Jennifer Minus, National Chairperson of the National Defense 
Committee, gave a very inspiring keynote speech entitled “Boots in the Sandbox: 
Lessons I Learned in Iraq."  The patriotic Homeland Band performed following 
Minus’ speech.   

At the DAR School Luncheon on Saturday, a Tamassee School spokesman 
announced that a van was bought with donated soup labels and box tops.  He 
encouraged our ladies to eat more soup and donate those labels!   Elvis and Marilyn 
Monroe impersonators and the State DAR Chorus performed on Saturday night.       

Delegates approved the GSSDAR budget, postponed a vote to discontinue the 
history of the state society project, and voted to endorse honorary state regent Sally 
Baldwin for the office of Vice President General.   

The Convention concluded on Sunday morning with the Juniors Breakfast and a 
final business session open to all members. 
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JOSEPH HABERSHAM CHAPTER CELEBRATES 113TH ANNIVERSARY 
 

Members in attendance at the February, 2013 meeting were treated to a bit of history 
about our founding regent, Lucy Cook Peel, and a slice of birthday cake in celebration of 
the chapter’s 113th anniversary. 
 
Following the meeting, Penny Kurland, Delaine Perkins, Charlotte Christian, Carol 
Bernal and Mary Lynne Keener traveled to Oakland Cemetery to place a grapevine 
wreath with ivy and a navy bow  at Mrs. Peel’s gravesite.    

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
 
 
Thursday April 18th Jarrod Finn will speak 
about “Religion during the American 
Revolution” Fellowship Hall 11AM. 
 
Sunday May 19th Tea and Memorial Service 
Fellowship Hall 2 PM. 
 

Our Monthly Meeting Location 

 
Second-Ponce de Leon  

Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall 

2715 Peachtree Road, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30305 
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OUR EMBLEM 
 
     The Hub -- A Daughter's Loyal Heart, 
     Each Spoke -- A Thought of Those Who Part, 
     The Tire -- A Noble Life's Bright Round, 
     Each Star -- A Deed in Heaven  Profund, 
     The Distaff -- A Rod that Points Above, 
     Each Flaxen Thread -- A Cord of Love. 
 
 
“The Official Insignia was unanimously adopted by the National Board of 
Management on May 26, 1891 and patented September 22, 1891. The golden 
wheel of the Insignia represents a spinning wheel, the platinum or white gold 
distaff represents flax, the blue rim and the distaff carry the colors of the Society, 
and the stars represent the original thirteen colonies.” 
 
 
____________________ 
http://www.californiadar.org/chapters2/irvineranch/ 
http://boards.ancestry.com/topics.organizations.dar/5817/mb.ashx 
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