
THE PAWLING FARM AT VALLEY FORGE (research done online : May 2008                       page 1 
 
(1st source of information: gives history of Pawling Family and their farm at Valley Forge) 
http://www.twofrog.com/walnuthill.html 
Photographs taken at Walnut Hill, Valley Forge National Historic Park July - August 2005 
"Walnut Hill is a remnant of the former Pawlings / Wetherill land holdings.   A large parcel of land bounded 
by the Schuylkill River and the Perkiomen Creek was owned by the Pawling family in the 18th century and 
in the 19th century by the Wetherill Family. 
Some structures still stand on this land, one of which is a large stone barn and another are the remnants of 
the Pawlings / Wetherill mansion house. 
Walnut Hill was originally purchased by Henry Pawling (I) in 1719 from Edward Farmer.   The land 
remained in the Pawling family until it was sold in 1826 to Samuel Wetherill Jr. by Levi Pawling and 
James Milnor, executors of the estate of Henry Pawling (III).    
The earliest remaining portion of the mansion house was built by Henry Pawling (II) in 1743.  The family 
continued to acquire land and by the mid 1800's the Pawling Holdings were 700 acres.   Pawling's Ford 
was constructed as a crossing of the Schuylkill River and a rope ferry was operated there prior to the 
Revolutionary War………….. 
The National Park Service acquired the farm in 1984. (there are pictures at this site of the buildings.) 
This short history … gathered …supplied by Valley Forge National Historic …documents referenced are: 
'Untangling the History … Pawling / Wetherill House….Thesis…Graduate Program…by..McGimsey, 1992" 
 
********************************************************************************************** 
Insert:    from-NSDAR (Beatrice Hites) on Col. Levi and supplemental on Capt. Henry. 
*************(listing the all children of Col. Levi Pawling and Capt. Henry Pawling, his son)********* 
Publications of The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, Vol VII, Philadelphia, 1920 
           (Children of Levi Pawling and Hellena Burhans)  Children , born at Marbletown: 
              i.   Albert, bpt. 22 Apr., 1754,  d. Troy, N.Y., 10 Nov., 1837; 
                          m. (1) 28 Apr., 1782, Gretje Ten Eyck, b. 21 Nov., 1756;  d. 23 May, 1789;  m.(2) Eunice 
            ii.  HENRY, (page 22,23,24)  b. 22 April, 1752;  d. 29 June, 1836;  

           m. 12 March 1782, Anna Brown, d. Hagaman’s Mills, Montgomery Co.,. N. Y., 29 Dec., 1828; 
                         m.(2) Mrs. Sela Wells 
  Services: A Revolutionary soldier, he became Captain in the Second Regiment, New York Continental                
Line.  Upon the fall of Forts Clinton and Montgomery, he was captured and confined for months in the prison ship, 
“Archer,” and later on the “Myrtle.”  His military Journal, now or late in the possession of Sutherland DeWitt, Esq., 
vividly describes the hardships on the former ship.  The war ended, he settled in Montgomery Co., where he was 
Captain of Light Infantry in 1786, and which he represented in the State Legislature of 1798-9.  He was also town-
clerk of Amsterdam in 1798.  His descendants are to be found in Montgomery and Steuben Counties, to the latter of 
which he removed shortly before his death. 

    iii.  William, bpt. 3 July, 1757;  d. unmarried, before his father 
    iv.  Levi,  b. 12 Oct., 1759;  m. 16 Oct., 1787, Jane, dau. of Alex. & Jane(Armour)Wilson 

                v.  Margaret,  bpt. 1 July 1764,  m. Levi Deyo, son of Peter Deyo, by his wife Elizabeth Helm 
 
 Burhans Genealogy , 1894, New York,  Compiled by Samuel Burhans, Jr., pgs. 322,323 
 (pg. 322) Children of HENRY PAWLING (Item # 6126) and Anna Brown 

     pg. 322) Item # 6132:  Levi, b. at Schenectady, N. Y., 28 Oct. 1783, d. 7 Nov. 1846, 
                                                     m. 2 Feb. 1805 Jane Hagaman, b. 24 April 1787, d. 1 Oct. 1841 

      (pg. 323) Item # 6133:  JOHN,  b. 1 March 1786,  d. 11 Sept 1862   Soldier during War of 1812 
      m. 1st  28 Feb1810: Harriet Connor, who died 4 June 1837m. 2nd 9 Jan 1839: Permelia Bartholomew                                    
      (pg. 323) Item # 6134:  Henry, b. 8 Dec 1787, d. 16 Oct. 1847,  

                                                        m. 23 Dec. 1810 Catharine Winne, b. 13 June 1787, d. 23 Sept. 1851 
      (pg. 323) Item # 6135:  Abram Brown, b. 22 July 1790,  He married and moved West very early. 
      (pg. 323) Item # 6136:  Albert, b. 1794, d. 17 March 1852 m. Roxanna P. Hawley, b.1803, d.17 June 1840 
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Insert:    Continued - about our family: 
 
(insert here from  our  lineage in the Pawling Family) 
 
Henery Paeldin /     m. 3 Nov.1676, Kingston,NY /     Neeltjen Roosa 
 
Henry Palding /      m. 26 Jun 1713,  Kingston,NY /    Jacomyntjen Kuntz 
b.1689, Marbletown,NY (Ulster)      
d. 30 Aug1739, Lower Providence Township,Phila.PA 
 
Colonel  Levi  Pawling / m. 12 Oct.1749,Kingston,NY (Ulster) / Helena Burhans 
b. 1721,  Lower Providence Township, PA (Phila.)                        bp.14 May 1732, Kingston, NY (Ulster) 
d. 6 March 1782, Marbletown, NY (Ulster) 
 
Capt. Henry Pawling----/ 12 Mar.1782 /----Anna Brown 
b.22 Apr.1753,  Marbletown,NY (Ulster)  /  b.20 June 1755,  Schenectady,NY (Schndy)                                               
d 26 June 1836,Steuben County ,NY            d. 20 Dec.1825, Hagaman’s Mill, NY (Montgormery County) 
 
John Pawling------/ m. 28 Feb.1810 /------Harriet Connor 
b.1 Mar.1786, Montgomery County /         b.24 May 1790, NY 
d.11 Sept.1862,Fremont,NY (Steuben) /     d.4 June 1837, Steuben County, NY 
 
Thomas Bradley Rice / married 10 Feb.1852 / Dorothy Wemple Pawling 
b.24 June 1826,  Howard, NY (Steuben)       b. 9 May 1827, Howard, NY (Steuben) 
d. 21 Jan 1893, Wayland,NY (Steuben)         d. 9 Jan. 1894, Wayland, NY (Steuben) 
 
Edward P. Clymo / m. 27 Dec.1877 (abode: Avoca, NY-Steuben)/ Mariette Rice 
b.1 Feb.1853, Wayland,NY (Steuben)                       /                         b.20 Nov. 1856,  Wayland,NY (Steuben) 
d.7 Mar. 1928, Titusville,FL (Brevard)                                                d.3 Sept.1940, Titusville,FL(Brevard) 
 
********************************************************************************************** 
 
 
 
(2nd source of information: gives history and significance of the Pawling Farm at Valley Forge) 
http://www.nps.gov/vafo/  
(The National Park Service, U.S.Department of the Interior, Valley Forge National Historical Park, 

(link about half way down, under "The History of Valley Forge"  marked ) 
http://www.nps.gov/vafo/upload/WhyIsThisLandImportant.pdf 
 
 "Significance of the Perkiomen Peninsula and Pawling Farm" 
  
regarding the "significance....."     quote:   
"The land known as the Perkiomen Peninsula, and particularly the Pawling Farm, played an essential role 
in the Valley Forge winter encampment of 1777-1778. It provided strategic protection for the camp; it was 
the site of the newly organized Commissary function that saved the Continental Army from starvation ; and 
it was the ultimate site of the encampment itself before the army marched onto victory at Monmouth."    
  
regarding the "History"   quote: 
"During most of the encampment, the army occupied the high ground just south of the Schuylkill River.   
The Pawling Farm, which comprised much of the Perkiomen Peninsula, was a carefully watched avenue of 
approach to the high ground.   Two fords-the Pawling Ford and the Fatlands Ford-connected the two sides 
of the river.   ........" 
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Continued: -  "Significance of the Perkiomen Peninsula and Pawling Farm"  
 
regarding "The Commissary System:   quote: 
"By December, 1777, the immense difficulty of provisioning up to 20,000 troops, as well as the women and 
children who followed them, had brought the Continental Army to the point of dissolving. ........ 
General George Washington is recognized for two major accomplishments during the 
encampment........effectively training and preparing the troops for continued combat; and organizing the 
provisioning, or Commissary system, to consistently provide for the needs of the army.   The system he 
developed continues to this day.  The lands of the Pawling Farm were key to this success.......... 
Once he was able to install competent, ethical officers to run the Commissary, army foragers were sent to 
scour Bucks, Berks, and what is now Montgomery County for food.  Whatever they found and were able to 
buy was sent on wagon trains toward the camp. ..........ultimately coming down what is now Pawling's 
Road.  Thousands of wagons and livestock converged at a single point - the Pawling Farm.  .........The 
houses and barns both on the NPS portion of the Pawling Farm and also on the Saint Gabriel's portion 
(which remain as archeological sites) were centers of activity. 
A market also was established on the Pawling Farm to entice farmers to sell their food to Americans, rather 
than to the British, who could pay in hard currency." 
  
under the topic: "Where the Aire is more faire" …….. 
"Throughout the encampment, General Washington issued daily orders regarding camp cleanliness and 
hygiene........fields on which they camped .....has been churned into rolling mud, ....waste shallowly 
buried....no baths were taken...constant haze of wood smoke.  The stench was …....'exceedingly four aire.' 
.......By the month of May, the situation within the camp on the south side of the river has become almost 
unbearable.  General Washington issued orders for the army to abandon camp and move to the Pawling 
Farm, ' where the aire is more fair.'  ............. 
On the Pawling Farm, the forward combat forces--what today we would call a strike force--readied 
themselves.  It was from the Pawling Farm that these troops and thousands o f other--15,000 strong--
marched out on June 19, 1778, to chase and catch the British army at the battle of Monmouth."  
  
under the topic: "Today"  ….. 
"After the army departed, the Pawling Farm slowly recovered from the devastation of the long occupation.   
The excellent soil, southern aspect, and proximity to river transportation were great advantages.  By the 
early 19th century, the Pawling family, and later the Wetherill family, were so prosperous that they became 
well known for early experiments in agriculture, known as scientific farming.  even in the 20th century, most 
of the Pawling Farm continued to be farmed by private owners and by the Saint Gabriel's Protectory. 
Unlike the section of the encampment south of the Schuylkill, the Pawling Farm section of the encampment 
was never acquired by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and thus was never remade into a 
commemorative park setting .........easy for people to misunderstand the significance of the Pawling 
Farm.....Today, the peninsula is a mix of habitats--open meadow, riparian and upland forest, wetlands, and 
extensive vernal ponds.  This is why the Pawling Farm lands provide the best wildlife habitat in the entire 
3,500-acre park. ......the park's recent General Management Planning process, participants .......asked for 
preservation of the open space, restoration of the historic buildings, and for readily accessible interpretive 
information on the history and significance of the land.  .......The most extensive archeological testing on 
the Pawling Farm ......yielded revolutionaryera and Native American artifacts.  .....Archeologists believe that 
responsible, systematic testing, particularly of the areas around the missing house and barns on the Saint 
Gabriel's portion of the Pawling Farm, will be highly productive." 
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(3rd source of information: gives info regarding the current controversy 
 http://www.usatoday.com/travel/destinations/2008-04-08-valley-forge-museum_N.htm 
  
"Battle rages over Revolutionary War museum at Valley Forge" 
"After years of debate, a plan in finally in place to build an American Revolution museum complex on 
private land within Valley Forge National Historical Park. But opponents are taking another stand against 
the ambitious = they say too ambitious and commercialized - project. 
The complex would be built on 78 privately owned acres of land known to locals as Pawling Farm across 
the Schuylkill River from a building that was Gen. George Washington's headquarters during the 
encampment at Valley Forge.   The site, surrounded on three sides by the national park, was the location 
of the Continental Army's commissary and the spot from where 15,000 combat forces departed in June 
1778 for what would be a victory in the battle of Monmouth.   ……………….. 
A rezoning ordinance passed by officials in Lower Providence Township, the location of the contested land 
and about 20 miles west of Philadelphia, is being challenged by residents and the National Parks 
Conservation Association, an independent advocacy group for national parks." 
A public hearing is slated for April 23. 
The National Park Service could live with a museum on the proposed site if need be, but the additional conference 
center and hotel is too much development and will cause irreversible damage to Valley Forge, said park 
superintendent Mike Caldwell.  ……. 
The Lower Providence Township planning commission on Sept. 6 narrowly approved the Revolution Center's request 
to rezone the site to allow development beyond a museum.  The next day, organizers purchased the 78-plot from the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia.    …………the battle continues………." 
 
 
 
(4th source of information: gives info regarding the current controversy 
http://www.nationalparkstraveler.com/2008/03/valley-forge-once-again-battleground-time-pitting-history-against-
development 
"Fast forward to the present and you'll find the romance in tatters.   While the Park Service still would like very much 
to see a museum built near the Welcome Center, the non=profit American Revolution Center (ARC), which took the 
museum project over from the historical society in 2002, is smitten with a 78-acre parcel on the river's north side that 
embraces meadows, wetlands, and forest cut by two streams.  Known to locals as the Pawling Farm, the acreage also 
happens to be surrounded on three sides by the historical park and long has been cherished by the Park Service for 
addition to Valley Forge, if only it could every afford it. 
What greatly concerns the Park Service, and what has prompted the National Parks Conservation Association, the 
Coalition of National Park Service Retirees, and even locally elected officials to challenge and speak out against 
ARC's decision to abandon its Park Service partnership in favor of the Pawling Farm, is what the non-profit coul - not 
necessarily 'would' but 'could' - erect on that bucolic sweep of land.  In all, they say nearly 20 acres, or roughly one-
quarter of the 78, could be impacted to some degree by development.  ……… 
'There was no battle at Valley Forge when Washington and his men survived the winter of 1777, but this historic site 
now is under siege today by an organization operating with what appears to be complete disregard for the fact that this 
is land inside part of the National Park System,'   ……  'The development would strain the natural resources of the 
surrounding area……threaten…..short-circuit the park's extremely well-researched educational program..…'   …….. 
Furthermore, the Park Service, which once held an interest in buying the 78 acres but later turned that interest over to 
ARC with the understanding, the non-profit would build only a museum and preserve the rest, point out its concerns 
with ARC's proposal.   'After NPS ceded its interest in the purchase contract to ARC, ARC changed its concept from 
that of a museum surrounded by open space to a concept of a museum with extensive commercial development.' ….. 
'The impacts to the park also will be adverse.   The park surrounds this site on three of the four sides.  Two streams 
run through the site and feed park wetlands that lie along the Schuylkill River.  …….." 


